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Abstract: Tablet coating is a crucial pharmaceutical process that enhances product functionality, stability, and patient 
acceptance. Modern coating methods have evolved from simple sugar coating to sophisticated functional film coating systems 
that enable controlled drug release, taste masking, and enhanced stability. The combination of novel polymeric materials, 
automated process controls, and advanced coating equipment has revolutionized coating efficiency and reproducibility. Film 
coating dominates pharmaceutical manufacturing due to its versatility, process efficiency, and ability to achieve specialized 
functions like enteric protection and modified release profiles. Recent developments include aqueous-based coating systems, 
specialized polymers for targeted delivery, and novel coating techniques such as ultrasonic spray coating and electrostatic 
deposition. The advent of "smart" coating systems incorporating stimuli-responsive polymers enables site-specific drug release 
based on environmental triggers like pH, temperature, or enzymatic activity. Quality by Design (QbD) approaches in coating 
processes have improved product consistency while reducing manufacturing time and material waste. Continuous coating 
technologies and real-time process monitoring systems are significant advances in coating efficiency and quality assurance. The 
combination of innovative coating materials, precise process control, and advanced application techniques has opened new 
possibilities for tablet coating in pharmaceutical development. 
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1. Introduction 

The pharmaceutical coating process has undergone rapid transformation since its inception in the 19th century, evolving from 
simple sugar-based applications to highly sophisticated functional coating systems [1]. This evolution reflects the pharmaceutical 
industry's response to increasing demands for enhanced therapeutic efficacy, improved stability profiles, and optimal patient 
compliance [2]. Modern coating technologies integrate advanced materials science, precise engineering controls, and innovative 
application techniques to achieve specific therapeutic objectives while ensuring consistent product quality [3]. 

The significance of tablet coating extends beyond aesthetic enhancement, playing a crucial role in drug delivery modulation, stability 
enhancement, and therapeutic effectiveness [4]. Contemporary coating processes incorporate multiple functional layers, each 
designed to address specific requirements such as moisture protection, light stability, acid resistance, or controlled drug release [5]. 
The development of novel coating materials and application techniques has revolutionized pharmaceutical manufacturing, enabling 
the production of increasingly complex drug delivery systems [6]. 

Recent advances in process analytical technology (PAT) and automated control systems have transformed coating operations from 
empirical processes to precisely controlled manufacturing steps [7]. The integration of real-time monitoring systems and feedback 
controls ensures consistent coating quality while minimizing batch-to-batch variations [8]. These technological developments, 
combined with deeper understanding of polymer science and process engineering principles, have established coating as a critical 
determinant of pharmaceutical product performance [9]. 

2. Fundamentals of Tablet Coating 

2.1. Principles 

The science of tablet coating encompasses complex physicochemical interactions between the coating material, tablet core, and 
processing environment. The fundamental mechanisms involve liquid atomization, droplet formation, spreading, coalescence, and 
film formation [10]. The coating process requires precise control of multiple interdependent parameters, including spray 
characteristics, thermal conditions, and tablet movement patterns [11]. 
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Film formation mechanisms involve the transition of coating materials from liquid droplets to continuous solid films through 
various stages of coalescence and polymer chain interdiffusion [12]. The quality of the final coating depends on the delicate balance 
between spray rate, drying efficiency, and tablet bed dynamics [13].  

 

Figure 1. Process Flow Diagram for Tablet Coating 

2.2. Modern Coating Equipment and Systems 

2.2.1. Coating Pans 

Contemporary coating equipment has evolved significantly from traditional coating pans, incorporating sophisticated engineering 
designs that optimize coating efficiency and uniformity. Modern perforated coating pans feature precisely engineered perforation 
patterns that create optimal airflow distribution across the tablet bed [14]. These perforations, typically ranging from 2-4 mm in 
diameter, are arranged in specific geometric patterns to ensure uniform air distribution and efficient moisture removal during the 
coating process [15]. 

The pan design incorporates baffles and mixing elements that generate complex tablet movement patterns, ensuring uniform coating 
distribution. Advanced systems utilize computational fluid dynamics (CFD) modeling to optimize baffle configurations, achieving 
ideal mixing patterns while minimizing tablet attrition. The rotation speed of modern coating pans can be precisely controlled 
between 2-20 rpm, with automated systems adjusting rotation speeds based on real-time process parameters [16]. 

2.2.2. Spray Systems and Atomization Technology 

Modern coating systems employ sophisticated spray technologies that precisely control droplet size distribution and spray patterns. 
High-precision pneumatic spray guns utilize advanced atomization principles, generating droplets in the optimal size range of 20-
50 micrometers. The spray system design incorporates multiple spray guns positioned at calculated angles to ensure uniform coating 
coverage while minimizing overspray and material waste [17]. 

Anti-bearding nozzle designs prevent material accumulation around the nozzle tip, maintaining consistent spray patterns throughout 
extended coating operations. Advanced systems incorporate pulse-width modulation technology for precise control of spray patterns 
and droplet characteristics. The integration of electromagnetic actuators enables rapid response to process variations, maintaining 
optimal spray conditions throughout the coating cycle [18]. 

2.2.3. Environmental Control Systems 

Modern coating systems feature sophisticated environmental control mechanisms that maintain precise control over critical process 
parameters. Advanced air handling units provide carefully controlled airflow patterns, with velocities typically ranging from 0.5-2.0 
m/s across the tablet bed. Temperature and humidity control systems maintain optimal conditions within narrow ranges (±1°C 
temperature, ±2% relative humidity) to ensure consistent coating quality [19]. 

The integration of multiple temperature sensors and humidity probes enables real-time monitoring and adjustment of process 
conditions. Advanced systems utilize predictive control algorithms that anticipate and compensate for environmental variations, 
maintaining optimal coating conditions throughout the process [20]. 
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3. Coating Materials and Formulation Science 

3.1. Novel Polymers  

3.1.1. Modified Cellulose Derivatives 

Contemporary coating formulations utilize advanced cellulose derivatives that offer enhanced functionality and processing 
characteristics. Hydroxypropyl methylcellulose (HPMC) variants with specific substitution patterns provide precise control over 
film formation and dissolution characteristics. Modern HPMC grades feature molecular weight distributions optimized for specific 
coating applications, with viscosity ranges from 3-15 cP in 2% aqueous solutions [21]. 

The development of specialized HPMC derivatives incorporates specific functional groups that enhance moisture protection, 
mechanical strength, and adhesion properties. Advanced grades feature controlled hydroxypropyl to methoxyl ratios (ranging from 
0.1 to 0.3) that enable precise control over film properties and drug release characteristics [22]. 

3.1.2. Acrylic Polymers 

Modern coating formulations extensively utilize polymethacrylate-based systems that offer unprecedented control over drug release 
kinetics. These polymers, characterized by their precise molecular architecture, incorporate specific ratios of functional groups that 
respond to environmental triggers. The latest generation of acrylic polymers features optimized quaternary ammonium group 
content (ranging from 4.5-6.8%) and carboxylic acid ratios that enable precise pH-dependent dissolution profiles [23]. 

Table 1. Common Film-Forming Polymers Used in Pharmaceutical Coating 

Polymer 
Category 

Examples Applications Typical Concentration Range (% 
w/w) 

Cellulose 
Derivatives 

HPMC, EC, HPC Immediate release, Moisture 
protection 

5-15 

Acrylic Polymers Eudragit® L100, Eudragit® 
RS/RL 

Enteric coating, Sustained release 10-20 

Vinyl Polymers PVA, PVP Immediate release, Binding 3-10 
Natural Polymers Shellac, Zein Taste masking, Enteric coating 8-15 
Polyethylene 
Glycols 

PEG 4000, PEG 6000 Plasticizer, Immediate release 0.5-5 

Advanced copolymer systems combining different methacrylate derivatives achieve sophisticated release profiles through synergistic 
interactions. For instance, combinations of Eudragit® RL and RS polymers with varying quaternary ammonium group ratios (1:2 
to 1:4) enable fine-tuned permeability control. These systems maintain structural integrity at gastric pH while providing controlled 
release in intestinal environments through precise ionic interactions [24]. 

3.1.3. Biodegradable Polymers 

Recent developments in coating technology have introduced innovative biodegradable polymer systems that offer enhanced 
sustainability and biological compatibility. These include naturally derived polysaccharides like starch, cellulose, and chitosan, as well 
as synthetic polymers such as polylactic acid (PLA), polycaprolactone (PCL), and polyhydroxyalkanoates (PHA) 

3.2. Functional Coating Systems 

3.2.1. Moisture-Protective Coating  

Advanced moisture barrier systems utilize multi-component polymer architectures that create highly effective vapor barriers while 
maintaining coating flexibility. These systems typically incorporate hydrophobic polymers with specific glass transition temperatures 
(Tg ranging from 45-70°C) that ensure optimal film formation and mechanical properties. The incorporation of specialized 
plasticizers (15-25% w/w) maintains coating flexibility while preserving barrier properties [25]. 

Modern moisture-protective coatings achieve water vapor transmission rates below 100 g/m²/24h through carefully engineered 
multi-layer structures. The optimization of coating thickness (typically 30-50 µm) and polymer composition ensures effective 
moisture protection while maintaining acceptable dissolution profiles [26]. 

3.2.2. Enteric Coating Systems 

Contemporary enteric coating technologies utilize advanced polymer systems that provide precise pH-dependent dissolution profiles 
while ensuring coating integrity in gastric conditions. These systems incorporate sophisticated polymer blends that maintain 
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structural stability at gastric pH (<pH 3) while enabling rapid dissolution at intestinal pH (>pH 6.0). The integration of specific 
plasticizer combinations (typically 10-30% w/w) ensures optimal film formation and mechanical properties [27]. 

Advanced enteric systems achieve superior acid resistance through optimized polymer chain entanglement and crosslinking density. 
The careful control of coating thickness (typically 40-60 µm) and polymer molecular weight distribution ensures consistent 
performance across different manufacturing scales [28]. 

Table 2. Critical Process Parameters in Tablet Coating 

Parameter Typical Range Critical Impact 
Spray Rate 20-100 g/min Film formation, Coating uniformity 
Product Temperature 35-55°C Drying efficiency, Film properties 
Atomization Air Pressure 1.0-2.5 bar Droplet size, Spray pattern 
Pan Speed 12-20 rpm Tablet movement, Coating uniformity 
Inlet Air Temperature 50-70°C Drying capacity, Process efficiency 
Gun-to-Bed Distance 15-30 cm Spray coverage, Coating efficiency 

4. Modern Coating Processes and Technologies 

4.1. Process Analytical Technology  

Modern coating operations incorporate sophisticated PAT systems that enable real-time monitoring and control of critical process 
parameters. Near-infrared spectroscopy (NIR) systems operating at wavelengths between 800-2500 nm provide continuous 
monitoring of coating thickness and uniformity. Advanced algorithms process spectral data in real-time, enabling automated 
adjustments of process parameters to maintain optimal coating conditions [29]. 

Raman spectroscopic techniques operating at specific wavelengths (typically 785 or 1064 nm) enable non-destructive analysis of 
coating structural characteristics. The integration of multiple PAT tools with advanced control systems enables precise monitoring 
of coating uniformity with coefficient of variation below 2% [30]. 

4.2. Advanced Coating Processes 

4.2.1. Continuous Coating Systems 

Modern continuous coating technologies represent a paradigm shift from traditional batch processes, offering enhanced efficiency 
and process control. These systems utilize sophisticated feed mechanisms that maintain consistent tablet flow rates (typically 50-
200 kg/h) while ensuring uniform coating exposure. Advanced continuous coaters incorporate multiple coating zones with precise 
environmental control, enabling progressive building of functional coating layers [31]. 

Table 3. Modern Coating Equipment Specifications and Capabilities 

Equipment Type Batch Size Range (kg) Process Time (h) Efficiency (%) Special Features 
Conventional Pan 200-400 4-8 85-90 Basic mixing patterns 
Perforated Pan 300-600 3-6 90-95 Enhanced drying capacity 
Side-vented Pan 400-800 2-4 92-97 Improved air distribution 
Continuous Coater 50-100 kg/h Continuous 95-98 Reduced batch variation 
Wurster Coater 10-50 1-3 93-98 Uniform particle coating 
Fluid Bed Coater 20-200 2-5 90-95 Superior drying efficiency 

The combination of real-time weight gain monitoring systems enables dynamic adjustment of process parameters to maintain target 
coating levels. Modern continuous systems achieve coating uniformity with relative standard deviations below 3%, while reducing 
processing times by 40-60% compared to conventional batch processes [32]. 

4.2.2. Electrostatic Coating Technology 

Electrostatic coating systems utilize controlled electrical fields (typically 30-60 kV) to enhance coating efficiency and uniformity. 
These systems generate charged coating particles (particle size 15-30 µm) that are attracted to grounded tablet cores, resulting in 
improved material utilization and reduced overspray. The precise control of electrical field strength and particle charge density 
enables coating thickness variations below 5% across tablet surfaces [33]. 
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Advanced electrostatic systems incorporate multiple charging zones and sophisticated particle size control mechanisms, achieving 
coating efficiencies exceeding 90%. The technology enables significant reduction in coating material consumption while maintaining 
superior coating uniformity [34]. 

4.3. Quality Control and Process Optimization 

4.3.1. Analytical Methods 

Modern coating quality assessment utilizes sophisticated analytical techniques for comprehensive evaluation of coating 
characteristics. Laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy (LIBS) enables rapid analysis of coating thickness distribution with spatial 
resolution below 10 µm. Advanced image analysis systems utilizing artificial intelligence algorithms provide automated detection of 
coating defects with accuracy exceeding 98% [35]. 

Table 4. Common Coating Defects and Their Primary Causes 

Defect Type Primary Causes Prevention Strategies 
Orange Peel High viscosity, Rapid drying Optimize spray rate and viscosity 
Picking Over-wetting, Poor drying Adjust spray rate and airflow 
Bridging Excessive coating material Control coating weight gain 
Color Variation Uneven spray distribution Optimize gun positioning 
Cracking Mechanical stress, Brittle film Adjust plasticizer content 
Twinning Over-wetting, Poor separation Optimize tablet bed movement 

Terahertz pulsed imaging technology enables non-destructive analysis of coating structure and uniformity, providing three-
dimensional mapping of coating layers with resolution below 40 µm. These advanced analytical methods enable rapid assessment 
of critical quality attributes while minimizing destructive testing requirements [36]. 

5. Recent Trends  

5.1. Smart Coating Systems 

Recent developments in coating technology have introduced intelligent coating systems that respond to specific physiological 
triggers. These systems incorporate stimuli-responsive polymers that undergo controlled conformational changes in response to 
specific environmental conditions. Advanced pH-responsive systems achieve precise drug release through carefully engineered 
polymer architectures that respond to pH changes within ±0.2 units [37]. 

Temperature-sensitive coating systems utilizing polymers with precisely controlled lower critical solution temperatures (LCST 
ranging from 35-39°C) enable temperature-triggered drug release. The integration of multiple responsive elements enables 
sophisticated release profiles tailored to specific therapeutic requirements [38]. 

5.2. Nanotechnology  

The incorporation of nanostructured materials in coating formulations has opened new possibilities for enhanced functionality. 
Advanced nanocomposite coatings utilizing dispersed nanoparticles (typical size range 20-100 nm) achieve superior barrier 
properties while maintaining coating flexibility. The careful control of nanoparticle distribution and interface characteristics enables 
optimization of mechanical and functional properties [39]. 

5.3. Biomaterials 

5.3.1. Biopolymer-Based Coating Systems 

Contemporary research focuses on developing sophisticated biopolymer coating systems that offer enhanced biocompatibility and 
sustainable manufacturing processes. Advanced chitosan derivatives with controlled degrees of deacetylation (75-95%) and 
molecular weight distributions (50-200 kDa) provide precise control over drug release kinetics while offering antimicrobial 
properties. These systems achieve controlled release through carefully engineered crosslinking density and polymer chain 
interactions [40]. 

Modified alginate systems incorporating specific guluronic to mannuronic acid ratios (typically 1.5-2.5) enable sophisticated release 
profiles through controlled gelation mechanisms. The integration of specialized crosslinking agents enables development of robust 
coating systems that maintain structural integrity under varying physiological conditions [41]. 
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5.3.2. Protein-Based Coating Technologies 

Advanced protein-based coating systems utilize modified proteins with engineered functional properties. Zein-based systems with 
controlled surface hydrophobicity and molecular weight distributions enable development of effective moisture barriers while 
maintaining biodegradability. The incorporation of specific plasticizers (15-25% w/w) ensures optimal film formation while 
preserving protein structure [42]. 

6. Process Optimization and Quality by Design 

6.1. Design of Experiments 

Modern coating process development utilizes sophisticated experimental design approaches that enable comprehensive 
understanding of process-parameter relationships. Response surface methodology incorporating central composite designs enables 
optimization of multiple process parameters simultaneously. Advanced statistical models utilizing artificial neural networks enable 
prediction of coating quality attributes with accuracy exceeding 95% [43]. 

 

Figure 2. Quality by Design for Tablet Coating 

6.2. Real-Time Release Testing 

Implementation of real-time release testing strategies incorporates multiple PAT tools for continuous quality verification. Advanced 
multivariate statistical process control systems enable detection of process deviations with response times below 30 seconds. The 
integration of machine learning algorithms enables predictive maintenance and process optimization based on historical data analysis 
[44]. 

Table 5. Quality Control Parameters for Film-Coated Tablets 

Test Parameter Acceptance Criteria Test Method Sampling Frequency 
Weight Variation ±7.5% of target weight Gravimetric analysis Every 30 minutes 
Film Thickness ±10% of target (μm) Micrometer/TPI Every batch 
Disintegration Time ≤30 min (IR), >2h (ER) USP apparatus Every batch 
Content Uniformity RSD ≤ 5% HPLC/UV Start, middle, end 
Surface Roughness Ra < 2.0 μm Profilometry Every batch 
Moisture Content ≤3.5% w/w LOD/KF titration Every batch 
Color Uniformity ΔE < 2.0 Colorimeter Every hour 
Dissolution Profile f2 > 50 USP apparatus Every batch 

6.3. Process Validation 

Modern coating validation strategies incorporate risk-based approaches aligned with current regulatory expectations. Process 
validation protocols utilize statistical tolerance intervals ensuring 95% confidence levels for critical quality attributes. The 
implementation of continuous process verification enables ongoing assessment of process capability with enhanced statistical rigor 
[45]. Contemporary coating operations must meet increasingly stringent regulatory requirements while maintaining operational 
efficiency. Advanced quality management systems incorporate electronic batch recording systems with automated data integrity 
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controls. The implementation of sophisticated audit trail systems ensures compliance with data integrity requirements while enabling 
efficient review processes [46]. 

7. Industrial Applications 

7.1. Modified Release Systems 

Recent implementations of advanced coating technologies have achieved sophisticated release profiles for challenging therapeutic 
applications. Case studies demonstrate successful development of chronotherapeutic delivery systems utilizing multi-layer coating 
designs with precise temporal control. These systems achieve targeted release windows with variations below ±30 minutes through 
careful optimization of coating composition and process parameters [47]. 

7.2. Multi-Particulate Coating Systems 

Advanced coating technologies for multi-particulate systems present unique challenges requiring specialized approaches. Modern 
fluid bed systems equipped with Wurster inserts achieve coating uniformity with relative standard deviations below 2% for particles 
ranging from 500-1500 µm. The implementation of advanced air flow control systems maintains optimal particle dynamics while 
preventing agglomeration during coating operations [48]. 

Process optimization for multi-particulate coating incorporates sophisticated modeling approaches that account for particle size 
distribution and coating growth kinetics. Advanced systems achieve coating thickness uniformity with coefficient of variation below 
5% across particle size ranges, ensuring consistent drug release profiles [49]. 

7.3. Bi-Layer Tablet Coating 

Contemporary bi-layer tablet coating technologies address the challenges of coating tablets with different compositions in each 
layer. Advanced spray systems utilizing independently controlled spray zones enable simultaneous application of different coating 
materials while maintaining clear interfaces between layers. The implementation of specialized handling systems prevents edge 
defects and ensures coating uniformity across both layers [50]. 

8. Factors Involved and Process Efficiency 

8.1. Cost Optimization 

Modern coating operations involve various cost optimization approaches that balance material efficiency with process robustness. 
Advanced material recovery systems achieve coating solution recovery rates exceeding 95%, significantly reducing material waste. 
Implementation of energy-efficient drying systems reduces energy consumption by 30-40% compared to conventional systems [51]. 

8.2. Manufacturing Efficiency 

Process efficiency improvements utilize advanced automation systems that reduce operator intervention while maintaining product 
quality. Modern coating operations achieve batch-to-batch turnover times below 30 minutes through implementation of automated 
cleaning and setup systems. Integration of advanced handling systems reduces product loss below 0.1% while maintaining coating 
uniformity [52]. 

Table 6. Coating Solution Composition Guidelines for Different Applications 

Application Type Polymer (%) Plasticizer (%) Solvent System Solid Content (%) Processing Temp (°C) 
Immediate Release 7-12 10-20 Aqueous 12-15 40-45 
Enteric Coating 12-15 15-25 Organic/Aqueous 15-20 35-40 
Sustained Release 10-15 5-15 Organic/Aqueous 8-12 30-35 
Moisture Barrier 8-12 15-20 Organic 10-15 35-40 
Taste Masking 10-15 10-20 Aqueous 15-18 40-45 
Color Coating 5-8 5-15 Aqueous 10-12 45-50 

8.3. Sustainable Coating  

Contemporary coating operations increasingly focus on environmental sustainability through implementation of green technologies. 
Advanced aqueous coating systems achieve comparable performance to organic solvent-based systems while eliminating volatile 
organic compound emissions. Development of bio-based coating materials reduces environmental impact while maintaining 
functional properties [53]. 
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8.4. Waste Reduction 

Implementation of advanced waste reduction strategies incorporates closed-loop material recycling systems and efficient cleaning 
processes. Modern coating operations achieve water consumption reductions exceeding 50% through implementation of advanced 
cleaning systems and water recycling technologies [54]. 

9. Conclusion 

Tablet coating is a critical pharmaceutical process that extends beyond mere aesthetic enhancement to become an integral 
component of modern drug delivery systems. Contemporary coating technologies incorporate complex polymer systems, automated 
process controls, and innovative application methods that ensure product stability, enhance bioavailability, and improve patient 
compliance. The usage of novel biomaterials, including stimuli-responsive polymers and nanostructured materials, has expanded 
the possibilities for targeted and controlled drug delivery. Process analytical technologies and artificial intelligence-driven control 
systems have revolutionized coating efficiency, ensuring consistent quality while minimizing batch-to-batch variations. Recent 
developments in continuous coating processes and real-time monitoring systems have significantly improved manufacturing 
efficiency and product quality. The emergence of specialized coating technologies for modified release systems, moisture protection, 
and taste masking has addressed specific therapeutic challenges while opening new avenues for pharmaceutical development. 
Advanced coating techniques, including ultrasonic spray coating and electrostatic deposition, have demonstrated superior coating 
uniformity and material efficiency. The implementation of Quality by Design principles in coating processes has enhanced product 
robustness while optimizing manufacturing parameters.  
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